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Flim is the living archive and creative 
platform for tomorrow’s storytellers.

With 1.7M images and video cuts spanning global films, music 
videos, and ads, Flim captures creative shifts as they happen. 


Over the past year, you’ve probably felt it too: boundaries 
dissolving, genres folding into one another, tools multiplying, and 
entire visual worlds appearing almost overnight. 


This report follows those signals — mapping the movements that 
shaped 2025 and spotlighting the trends set to define 2026.


Each trend offers a lens on how today’s creatives navigate the 
tensions of our time: sensory overload, collective nostalgia, and the 
evolving relationship between humans, machines, and nature.
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https://app.flim.ai/boards/mXZW1Zmelc5wAuanPvCy


https://app.flim.ai/movie/omni51xNqcAOeBUoUnEg
https://app.flim.ai/movie/9abddcd9-edfd-4ae1-a5be-b2140e437f00


https://app.flim.ai/boards/bf2LvJZgIOzibOPhbk4n


https://app.flim.ai/movie/ulekfjaKD8L0I9lZQ5nQ
https://app.flim.ai/movie/f9f4d82d-5422-48cd-9dbf-48a4ff40ec8f


https://app.flim.ai/boards/uDEv6wmUvokFoyntMjHZ
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Lea

Esmaili

Director :

Lea Esmaili

Name of the media :

Trinkets

Artist :

Ashnikko

Released date :

2025

“In recent years, th
ere’s been this ver

y minimalist trend.
 But I’m drawn 

to the opposite: I lo
ve maximalism. I lo

ve when there’s co
ntrast, when 

there are lots of ele
ments, lots of set d

esign. Little nods a
nd hidden 

details. It allows m
e to play with symb

ols, to build meanin
g. I think 

artists have a role 
in creating escape

 worlds, and for me
, building a 

whole universe jus
t feels natural.

ith shnikko, we had the eact same vision. er 
music video “rinkets literally means “accessory, so 
we immediately clicked on what we wanted to create. 
e even shared the same reference the I py books, 
lled with tiny objects arranged into intricate 
compositions. I used stop motion or the rst time to 
ully capture this eect, payin homae to the ind o 
crats’ that both she and I loved.

https://www.instagram.com/heyimleaaa/
https://app.flim.ai/music_video/ccRTU805DX
https://app.flim.ai/artist/QXNobmlra28%3D


https://app.flim.ai/boards/5ruLDdca2oN8cbOEVU3o
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YZA

Voku

Director :

YZA Voku

Name of the media :

Show Teaser

Artist :

The Weeknd

Released date :

2024

“Contemporary su
rrealism no longer 

emerges solely fro
m the 

individual subcons
cious, but from a h

ybrid one: a territo
ry shared 

between my impul
ses and the opaqu

e logic of the mode
l. I’m not sure 

whether AI shapes
 my practice or sim

ply opens new cra
cks through 

which the imagina
tion slips.

When I write a prompt or manipulate an image, I feel as if I’m laying down the laws of a universe that doesn’t yet exist. The machine introduces accidents, deviations, improbable creatures; I decide which survive. It becomes almost an evolutionary process. AI allows me to design spaces that exist only on the edge between the believable and the impossible, and it is on that edge that I try to let my work breathe. 
Ultimately, the evolution is not in the software, but in my willingness to lose myself within it.”

https://www.instagram.com/yzavoku/
https://app.flim.ai/music_video/ccLP5M3EDQ
https://app.flim.ai/artist/VGhlIFdlZWtuZA%3D%3D
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SPLIT 
DIOPTER

Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/EfDQpue535okqCrNYE3f
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/vtTBb55YtmRXNiho180h
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 A G       S  2022

I E  DAID NCH  200

https://app.flim.ai/movie/qiJZO3fRDyQjzel9vWAd
https://app.flim.ai/movie/MxxGogkuN2ym28U2XSBZ
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Carly 

Gibert

Director :

Carly Gibert

Name of the media :

Multiple medias

Released date :

2025

“When I make music, I always picture the video in my 
head. Until recently, it was difficult to bring that vision 
to life because I didn’t have the resources. But with 
AI generation, I suddenly have the freedom to 
realize it, and the possibilities feel limitless. You have 
an idea, and you can materialize it with almost no 
resources. My computer is all I need to translate my 
ideas into the world.

I also love the slightly ‘fake’ quality of early AI-generated images. I try to recreate 
that intentionally in my videos, because I’m drawn to visuals that don’t look too 
realistic. I’ll ask the AI to make something resemble a video game, so I can land on 
that fine line between what’s real and what’s not. I find that tension fascinating, 
that gently unreal feeling, as if the whole thing were a dream.”

https://www.instagram.com/carlygibert/
https://app.flim.ai/artist/IENhcmx5IEdpYmVydA%3D%3D
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/GLz5wqqh2TQKTDD8zpTf
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/SOJ0heHjZl8r4PuaqR5Q
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Edgar

Esteves

Director :

Edgar Esteves

Name of the media :

Still with the smoke

Artist :<

Vic Mensa

Released date :

2025

“What I’ve learned is that audiences don’t care about the gear 
— they care about something that feels fresh, original, and alive. 
I’ve been on huge sets where our “big boy” camera system died 
mid-take, and the iPhone was the only thing that saved the day. 
The gear isn’t the look. The look comes from how you use it, 
how brave you are with it. Shooting on a phone gives me a kind 
of freedom most traditional setups don’t. 

Still With the Smoke was a mix of preparation and pure instinct. 

The POVs come from thousands of hours spent perfecting 

shots and experimenting with VFX. When you truly understand 

how the two work together, it pushes you to chase new angles 

and new ways of seeing a moment.

Filmmaking is becoming more elastic, more personal, and more 
accessible. The lines between film, music, commercial, and social 
content are disappearing. The future is DIY at a high level. The future is 
filmmakers breaking rules with whatever tools they have. And the 
future is storytelling that moves culture, not budgets.”

https://www.instagram.com/edgaresteves/
https://app.flim.ai/music_video/ccC3Q5C940
https://app.flim.ai/artist/VmljIE1lbnNhIA%3D%3D
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/99zsavRmalePMTuN2dVU
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/enyfzDa2W8VIwklDcgA7
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Lateral &

Circular

tracking

Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/n8hvRmgykbdw8DcYtP0X
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/JxK2b842GOd0aAP4LDjv
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Dot Deer s rom E  o r  

https://app.flim.ai/movie/1zKPJ1GQkueYIxh6UDil
https://app.flim.ai/movie/qaUkXx6hhrrKa9BLOEdE
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/imzIrml3pkh6Mbrn7kXZ
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/PW80w8kdq1CDVIOsq3B7
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Loïse

Hulin

SFX Makeup artist :

Loïse Hulin

Released date :

2025

“I believe the shift tow
ard “craft” aesthetic

s reflects a desire for
 materiality in a worl

d that has 

become overwhelmi
ngly digital. The imp

erfections of handm
ade effects carry an

 authenticity that 

digital tools can’t alw
ays replicate. Practi

cal effects also tend
 to create more conv

incing illusions, 

simply because som
ething real exists in f

ront of the camera a
nd the audience can

 feel it, especially 

when actors physica
lly interact with tang

ible objects. It’s also 
a way to foreground

 skill and 

craftsmanship.

I’ve always worked extensively with trompe-l’œil. I’m fascinated by the idea of creating something 
that is real yet fake: an object that exists physically but deceives the eye. I’ve explored this through 
faux wood treatments in both makeup and sculpture, playing with perception, blurring boundaries 
and conjuring the illusion of a material that isn’t actually there.”

https://www.instagram.com/loloxloloxloloxx/?hl=fr
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/SPSWGS10WRJJORIkkX3I
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https://app.flim.ai/movie/v1nMOlhAqeFvvoS2Uqto
https://app.flim.ai/movie/eel3TjbPk1LSPNiRTsGd
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/U0thglgDaGKUoIEJnv39
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/H2zDU4TXTIfgjgBnKw9I
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/1ZXBYTY1oxek8NYBxMwF
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/glkY3XzOq4HqlmxT3VRU
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/cl953uXD0bsncTsWi4zv
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https://app.flim.ai/movie/mKY9JQkiPfG0nyR91SBU
https://app.flim.ai/movie/HB9ONlLTl20j02nXzQoi
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/PlF5UzIefPZ3cM5cRK3u
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Glitch 

Stretch

Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/10aSMM9LCfj1cvryDwC6
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/iGAmwf0PPc4EKf11tZ4A
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https://app.flim.ai/movie/Xpq8gfX5Ovur70uKi2bG
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Cho  
Gi-seok

Director :

Cho Gi-Seok

Name of the media :

Multiple medias

Released date :

2025

“I see nature, technology, machinery, and civilization as elements 
that coexist in the world around us. This perspective naturally draws 
me to explore the relationships between these realms in my work. I’m 
fascinated by the tension between them, and by the sense of novelty 
that emerges when their contrasting qualities collide.

In my practice, I start with realistic shooting and then employ effects to amplify the themes 

or emotions I want to convey, making them more impactful. Having previously run a fashion 

brand, I bring experience in overall styling as well as character and actor styling — a 

background that often inspires trust when creative decisions need to be made. I believe this 

intuition and expertise play a key role in shaping and completing the overall mise-en-scène.”

https://www.instagram.com/chogiseok/
https://app.flim.ai/director/Q2hvIEdpLXNlb2s%3D
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/Rk7atwlDsjGtXVLnxdBW
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/fiIPn2Nhf4LHjyBhLgm9
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Ben 
Cole

Director :

Ben Cole

Name of the media :

Sexy Is Hot Cute

BRAND :

Jeffrey Campbell

Released date :

2025

“Technology is racing forward, revealing new tools and ways to 
create. But with that access comes a renewed appreciation for the 
imperfect, the tangible. I’m fascinated by this analogue revival: today’s 
tools are being used to breathe new life into old-school techniques, 
answering a real craving for imperfection.

For this campaign, w
e shot on analogue 

to contrast the hype
r-futurist soundtrack

. The film is 

a nod to the 2000s, 
but reimagined thro

ugh a contemporary
 lens.  The medium b

rings its 

own magic. I love bl
ending in-camera e

ffects with post wor
k: like when I shoot o

n 16mm, I 

edit using only textu
res and details foun

d inside the roll of 16
mm. The pre-produc

tion shapes 

the bones of a proje
ct, and post amplifie

s what’s already the
re.”

https://www.instagram.com/benxcole/?hl=fr
https://app.flim.ai/ad/aaGQ7R2TJH
https://app.flim.ai/brand/SkVGRlJFWSBDQU1QQkVMTA%3D%3D
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  DAID CRONENBER  

DANCER IN TE DARK    T  000

https://app.flim.ai/movie/bOg0LCkIyOE0eqlAuc0W
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Go to the moodboard

https://app.flim.ai/boards/E5hblG5b2DNxdyy2xmTn


A snashot o the cuents diing  oad
aeaas 

AI tools
enable the creation of entire visual 
universes, pushing imagined worlds 
toward greater scale, freedom,  
and strangeness.

Bodies mutate
and transform through digital cloning, 
organic distortion, and crafted forms.

Social media habits
shape filmmaking language,  
with chaotic, scroll-like visuals where 
collective scenes dissolve into 
fragmented attention.

Digital scanning  
& modeling
reshape set design, turning real spaces 
into flexible, dimensional environments.



In this shifting landscape, creators need more than tools: 


they need a space to explore, reference, and experiment without sacrificing time or vision.

The era of perfection

 is over 

The next chapter belongs to experimenters.

Flim is that compass.
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By revealing the full archive of visual creation and 
giving you the tools to build upon it, Flim helps you 
design the future of visual storytelling.

Visit flim.ai  

     

A precise system for research.

grandma diva Search   ⌘/

A companion at every stage of 
the creative process. A flexible playground for ideas.

Share “Grandma diva”

Invite by email

anora.k INVITE

Isabela

grandma diva Search   ⌘/

Generate variations of this scene...

Image 1/3 Presets 16:9

https://app.flim.ai/


https://tally.so/r/n0OvL6
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